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What is it? 

 

Peer Assessment activities provide a structured learning process for 
students to develop lifelong skills in assessing and providing feedback 
to others, reflecting on the feedback and improving their own work. 

Why use It? 

 

 
• Engage more deeply with course content and improve work quality 
• Enhance learning through knowledge diffusion and exchange of 

ideas 
• Develop metacognitive awareness and take responsibility for own 

learning 
• Develop feedback literacy 
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Things to Consider 

 

Examples 

 
• How does this assessment fit in with the overall course objectives 

and how does the assignment affect overall students’ grade? 
• Let students know the rationale for doing peer review. Explain the 

expectations and benefits of engaging in a peer review process. Be 
realistic and allocate appropriate time to complete the exercise. 

• Understand group dynamics to decide on the elements of the 
rubric that would guide the students’ evaluation. 

• Consider having students evaluate anonymous assignments for 
more objective feedback.  

• Ensure student familiarity and ownership of criteria tend to 
enhance peer assessment validity, so involve students in a 
discussion of the criteria used. Consider involving students in 
developing an assessment rubric. 

• Be prepared to give feedback on students’ feedback to each other. 
Display some examples of feedback of varying quality and discuss 
which kind of feedback is useful and why.  

• Give clear directions and time limits for in-class peer review 
sessions and set defined deadlines for out-of-class peer review 
assignments. Consider creating an exercise for students to 
practice going through each step of the process. 

• Listen to group feedback discussions and provide guidance and 
input when necessary.  

• Set clear expectations of how teaching staff will evaluate each step 
of the assessment exercise and how the final grade of the 
assignment will be calculated. 

• Consider next steps after the peer review exercise. How can 
students show evidence that the feedback has contributed to their 
subsequent work/submissions?  

 

Canvas Peer Review Assignment 

 
 
Canvas Peer Review Discussions 

 
 

Turnitin PeerMark 

 
 

 

Research Citations: 
• Formative peer assessment is particularly appealing because it stimulates the learning of higher-order skills such as sharing responsibility, 

reflection, discussion, and collaboration (Panadero 2016; Strijbos and Sluijsmans 2010; Strijbos et al. 2009; Van Gennip et al. 2009; Van 
Popta et al. 2017; Van Zundert et al. 2010).  

• These feedback processes include students taking different perspectives, comparing others’ work to their own and the assimilation of new 
knowledge, which can be coherently referred to as reflective knowledge building (e.g. van Popta et al. 2017; Tsui and Ng 2000). 

• https://gocanvas.stanford.edu/canvas-course-profile/canvas-course-profile-jennifer-johnson/ 
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